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Lookout Mountain Group Endorses Proposed Federal Regulations for College
Student Health Insurance Plans

The Lookout Mountain Group (LMG), a non-partisan study group of college health and higher education
professionals, has endorsed the proposed federal regulations released last week by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for college and university-sponsored student health
insurance plans. Jim Mitchell, Spokesperson for the LMG, stated “The proposed regulations will assure
that college student health insurance plans will be greatly improved for the 2012-13 plan year, with cov-
erage that is on a clear path toward meeting long-standing national standards published by the Ameri-
can College Health Association.” DHHS appropriately noted that many student health insurance plans
do not presently provide adequate coverage.

While there are concerns that should be addressed in the final regulations, the overall intent of the
regulations will greatly improve the insurance status of more than 2 million college students covered by
the affected programs. Even though the cost impact for complying with the regulations may be much
greater than projected by DHHS, Mr. Mitchell noted that “High quality student health insurance pro-
grams will be an outstanding value compared to health insurance options provided by many employer-
sponsored health plans and the forthcoming insurance options in the state exchanges.” The LMG is also
encouraged by the initial favorable assessment of the regulations by Aetna Student Health, The Com-
monwealth Fund, the American College Health Association, the Young Invincibles, and other organiza-
tions.
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http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-02-11/pdf/2011-3109.pdf
http://www.acha.org/Publications/docs/Standards for Student Health Insurance_Benefits Programs_Mar2008.pdf
http://www.acha.org/Publications/docs/Standards for Student Health Insurance_Benefits Programs_Mar2008.pdf
http://lookoutmountaingroup.net/cgi/proartistwebsites.paw?147
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/Content/Blog/2011/Feb/New-Protections-for-Students.aspx
http://www.acha.org/Topics/Health_Care_Reform/FAQs_for_IndividualCoverageClassification.cfm
http://speak.younginvincibles.org/t/10987/blog/comments.jsp?key=128&blog_entry_KEY=1408&t=
www.acha.org

